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BOROUGH  OF  WIDNES. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

igio. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Borough.  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year  1910  compare  very 
favourably  with  those  of  preceding  years.  The  Death  Rate  (exclud¬ 
ing  deaths  of  Widnes  residents  who  died  in  outside  Institutions)  is 
12.4,  the  lowest  annual  death  rate  since  the  incorporation  of  the 
Borough. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  also  lower,  being  121  per  1,000 
children  born.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  since  the  year  1893. 

The  Birth  Rate  continues  to  decrease,  being  only  30.5  in  1910, 
as  compared  with  31.2  in  1909. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  1.18  as  compared  with  1.89  in  1909. 

In  my  annual  report  for  1906  I  referred  to  the  state  of  Bower’s 
Brook,  and  suggested  that  attention  should  be  paid  to  it.  In  the 
Corporation  Bill,  1908,  powers  were  obtained,  to  deal  with  the  Brook, 
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and  during  1910  the  work  of  culverting  the  Brook  has  commenced. 
This  will  be  a  much  needed  improvement,  and  will  tend  to  create 
better  sanitary  conditions  in  that  district  of  the  Borough  through 
which  the  Brook  runs. 

I  again  append  my  report  on  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School 
Children,  and  also  the  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  BREBNER. 


SECTION  I. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1910. 


Estimated  Population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  32,111 

Births:  Male  518,  Female  464  ..  ..  ..  ..  982 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  .  .  . .  .  .  305 

Deaths:  Male  249,  Female  203  ..  ..  ..  ..  452 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  Population  .  .  . .  .  .  12*4 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1*18 

Infantile  Mortality  (per  1,000  births)  .  .  .  .  .  .  121 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  530 

Area  of  Borough  in  Acres. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  3,039 

Density  of  Population  ( i.e No.  of  persons  per  acre)  . .  10*5 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1910. 

Birth  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24’ 8 

Death  Rate. .  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13‘4 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  . .  . .  . .  . .  0  99 

Infantile  Mortality  . .  . .  . .  . .  106 
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SECTION  II. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


POPULATION— 

Owing  to  the  decrease  in  population  during  the  decade  1891-1901, 
the  Registrar-General  estimates  the  population  at  27,647.  It  is, 
however,  quite  clear  that  the  Borough  has  increased  in  the  last  ten 
years,  and,  therefore,  I  estimated  in  my  last  annual  report  that  the 
population  was  32,111.  Further  than  this  I  am  not  prepared  to  go, 
and  as  the  year  in  which  I  write  is  census  year,  the  exact  population 
will  soon  be  known.  I,  therefore,  have  made  up  my  figures  on  a 
population  of  32,111.  Should  the  census  reveal  a  larger  population, 
the  death  rate  will  be  correspondingly  less.  Should,  however,  the 
population  be  lower  than  the  estimated  one,  we  will  not  be  so  far  out 
of  our  reckoning  as  if  we  increased  the  estimate  at  haphazard  every 
year. 

The  difficulty  is  to  estimate  the  population  when  once  there  has 
been  a  decrease.  It  is  necessary  to  roughly  estimate  it  from  the 
number  of  inhabited  houses  and  the  average  number  of  occupants 
per  house.  At  the  last  census  the  average  number  of  occupants  per 
house  was  5.3,  but  I  am  afraid  the  next  census  will  show  a  decrease 
in  the  average  number. 

I  append  a  table  which  is  supplied  annually  to  the  Council  by 
the  Education  Department  showing  the  number  of  houses,  etc.,  in  the 
Borough.  The  number  of  inhabited  houses  has  been  steadily  increasing 
of  late  years  and  in  1910  there  were  135  more  than  in  the  previous 


vear. 


7 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  IN  WIDNES ,  JULY,  1910— 


Number  of 
Number  of  Inhabited 

Houses  Houses 

Lock-up 

Shops 

Empty 

Houses 

Houses  in 
course  of 
erection 

District 

707 

667 

1 

39 

2 

East 

3921 

3701 

123 

97 

27 

West 

1761 

1640 

50 

71 

0 

South 

1910 

6389 

6008 

174 

207 

29 

1909 

6326 

5873 

179 

274 

26 

No. 

of  Children  taken  in 

Census : — 

1909 

1910 

Between  3 

and  1 4 — East  District .  .  . 

888 

892 

West  District.  . 

..  4541 

4689 

South  District. 

2341 

2315 

7770 

7896 

BIRTHS— 

During  the  year  982  births  were  registered,  518  males  and  464 
females.  This  is  equal  to  a  Birth  Rate  of  30.5  per  1000  of  the  popula¬ 
tion,  as  compared  with  a  rate  of  31.2  in  1909.  The  Birth  Rate  for 
England  and  Wales  in  1910  was  24.8. 


STILL  BIRTHS— 

Forty-three  still-born  children  were  interred  in  the  Cemetery  and 
graveyards  of  the  Borough. 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS— 

Twenty-two  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during  the  year — 
a  percentage  of  2.2.  Last  year  I  reported  on  the  number  of  these 

births  and  explained  that  I  did  so  in  order  to  compare  the  infantile 

mortality  among  legitimate  and  illegitimate  children.  Five  deaths 
of  illegitimate  children  occurred  under  one  year  of  age,  i.e .,  22.7  per 
cent.,  while  only  11.8  per  cent,  of  legitimate  children  died  under  one 
year  of  age.  The  number  is,  perhaps,  too  small  to  make  a  fair  com¬ 
parison,  but  still  it  is  an  interesting  one. 

Table  of  Births  registered  in  each  month  during  1910  : — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.Apl.MayJuneJulyAug.Sep.Oct.Nov.Dec.  Ttl. 

Males  ..  65  39  26  33  42  45  58  45  50  37  39  39  518 

Females  .  .  45  30  27  37  40  36  51  32  47  49  33  37  404 


110  69  53  70  82  81  109  77  97  86  72  76  982 
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DEATHS— 

During  the  year  there  were  registered  398  deaths  of  persons 
actually  living  in  the  Borough;  of  these  212  were  males  and  186 
females.  One  death  of  a  person  outside  the  district  was  registered 
in  the  Borough,  but  as  the  death  did  not  take  place  in  a  public 
institution  it  is  included  in  our  figures.  In  future  it  is 
ordered  that  such  deaths  are  to  be  included  in  their 
own  districts.  No  deaths  of  non-residents  occurred 

in  the  public  institutions  of  the  Borough.  Fifty-four  deaths 
of  Widnes  residents  occurred  outside  the  district,  and  have  been 
reported  to  me  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  various  districts 
in  which  the  deaths  were  registered.  The  majority  of  these,  of  course, 
occur  at  the  Workhouse  Hospital,  Whiston. 


The  total  list  is  as  follows:  — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Whiston  Union  Workhouse 

25 

16 

41 

Rainhill  Asylum .  . 

1 

0 

1 

Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool 

7 

1 

8 

Stanley  Hospital,  Liverpool 

1 

0 

1 

Northern  Hospital,  Liverpool  .  . 

1 

0 

1 

Children’s  Infirmary,  Liverpool 

1 

0 

1 

H.M.  Prison,  Knutsford 

1 

0 

1 

37 

17 

54 

The  total  number  of  deaths  therefore  is  452,  as  compared  with 
518  in  1909.  The  average  number  of  deaths  per  year  for  the  last  ten 
years  is  553,  so  that  in  1910  there  are  101  deaths  less  than  the  average. 
From  these  figures  are  calculated  the  crude  (or  general)  and  the 
recorded  death  rates. 

The  Crude  (or  General)  Death  Rate  is  the  proportion  per  1000 
living  of  all  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough.  It  is  therefore  12.4, 
as  compared  with  14.3  in  1909.  The  average  crude  death  rate  of  the 
last  ten  years  is  16.5. 

The  Recorded  Death  Rate  is  the  death  rate  calculated  in  the  same 
way  as  the  Crude  Death  Rate,  but  with  the  addition  of  deaths  of 
residents  registered  in  public  institutions  outside  the  district  and 
with  the  subtraction  of  deaths  of  non-residents  registered  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district.  The  recorded  death  rate  is  therefore 
14.07,  as  compared  with  16.1  in  1909,  and  with  an  average  for  the 
last  ten  years  of  17.4. 
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I  am  unable  to  calculate  the  Corrected  Death  Rate,  i.e.,  the  death 
rate  corrected  for  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population.  This 
is  only  to  be  done  by  obtaining  a  factor  from  the  Registrar  General 
and  the  factor  has  not  been  worked  out  for  this  Borough.  Probably 
after  the  next  census  the  factor  will  be  available  and  then  we  will  be 
able  to  fairly  compare  our  death  rate  with  that  of  the  country  as  a 
whole. 


As  I  have  mentioned  previously,  the  death  rate  is  the  lowest 
since  the  incorporation  of  the  Borough,  and  speaks  well  for  the  general 
sanitary  state  of  the  town.  It  must  always  be  kept  in  mind,  however, 
that  we  may  be  calculating  on  too  large  a  population,  and  if  this  were 
the  case  the  death  rate  would  appear  lower  than  it  really  is.  I  do 
not  think,  however,  that  the  population  will  be  lower  than  my  estimate 
and  if  it  should  happen  to  be  higher  then  the  death  rate  would  still 
further  be  decreased. 


MORTALITY  IN  AGE  GROUPS — 

Deaths  under  one  year  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  119 

Deaths  over  one  year  and  under  five  years  . .  . .  52 

Deaths  over  five  years  and  under  fifteen  years  . .  . .  29 

Deaths  over  fifteen  years  and  under  twenty-five  years  . .  24 

Deaths  over  twenty-five  years  and  under  sixty-five  years.  .  155 

Deaths  over  sixty- five  years  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  73 

452 

During  the  year  14  inquests  were  held  in  the  Borough.  Twelve 
deaths  were  certified  by  Coroner’s  note  without  inquests  being  held. 


INQUESTS— 

Burns  and  Scalds 
Killed  by  Train 
Drowned 

Suicide — Hanging 

Death  after  swallowing  a  Bone 

Peritonitis 

Gastritis 

Gastro  Enteric  Catarrh 


6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total 


14 
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DEATHS  CERTIFIED  BY  CORONER  WITHOUT  INQUEST— 

Apoplexy 
Convulsions 
Dentition 
Heart  Failure  .  . 

Natural  Causes 

Total  .  .  . .  12 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  ACES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1910— 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

All 

Ages 

Under 
i  Year 

i  ana 
under  5 

5  and 
under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 
under  65 

65  and 
upwards 

Small -pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

6 

1 

5 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  .  . 

7 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping-cough 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Croup  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

\  Typhus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fever  [  Enteric 

'  Other  cont’d 

1 1 

— 

1 

3 

1 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Epidemic  Influenza 

10 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

1 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Plague 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diarrhoea 

12 

5 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

1  5 

29 

13 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Gastritis 

10 

2 

1 

2 

— 

4 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

19 

— 

— 

— 

1 

17 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 

eases 

11 

2 

6 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  dis- 

ease  .  .  . .  . . 

24 

— 

— 

— 

1 

18 

5 

Bronchitis 

26 

3 

1 

— 

— 

13 

9 

Pneumonia 

49 

17 

12 

— 

5 

14 

1 

Pleurisy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  Organs 

4 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Alcoholism  >  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  LiverS  .  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Venereal  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Premature  Birth 

13 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diseases  and  Accidents 

C 

of  Parturition 

1 

— 

— 

— 

> — 

1 

— 

Heart  Diseases 

39 

— 

— 

4 

1 

26 

8 

Accidents 

10 

— 

1 

4 

2 

3 

— 

Suicides 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Nephritis 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

14 

All  other  causes 

114 

46 

6 

3 

6 

23 

30 

All  causes 

452 

119 

52 

29 

24 

155 

73 

1  [ 


VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  WHOLE 
PuEVIOUS  YEARS— 


DISTRICT  DURING  1910  AND 
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DEATHS  FROM  RESPIRATORY  DISEASES— 

The  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  is  always  interesting 
owing  to  the  fact  that  non-residents  suppose  the  Widnes  atmosphere  to 
contain  large  quantities  of  chemical  gases  which  are  harmful  to  the  lungs. 
The  number  of  deaths  in  1910  from  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 
Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  Phthisis)  is  80,  which  is  equal  to-  a 
death  rate  from  these  diseases  of  2.4  per  1000,  as  compared  with  107 
deaths  and  a  death  rate  of  3.3  in  1909.  This  shows  that  the  ordinary 
respiratory  diseases  are  not  more  common  in  Widnes  than  in  other 
towns. 


PHTHISIS  (PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS)— 

There  were  19  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  year,  and  twelve 
of  these  were  persons  below  the  age  of  40.  In  1909  there  w^re  32 
deaths  from  Phthisis,  so  that  there  is  a  considerable  reduction.  Ti 
fact  that  even  twelve  persons  under  40  died  of  the  disease  is  a  serious 
matter,  and  perhaps  some  means  of  providing  open-air  treatment  may 
be  obtained.  Many  of  the  cases  have  to  lie  in  small  rooms  villi  no 
rdvice  as  regards  treatment,  and  consequently  do'  not  progress  as  they 
should.  The  sanatorium  method  of  treatment  not  only  aids  in  restor¬ 
ing  strength,  but  affords  an  education  bv  which  the  patient  may  keep 
up  the  treatment  when  sent  home.  Two  years  ago  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  issued  an  Order  by  which  Poor  Law  cases  of  Phthisis  were 
to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  changes  of  address 
were  to  be  notified  so  that  cases  might  be  followed  up.  During  1910 
only  three  such  cases  were  notified.  The  scheme  might  very  well 
lie  made  general  and  all  Phthisis  cases  notified  either  voluntarily 
or  compulsorily.  It  would  be  more  valuable  to  have  Phthisis  as  a 
notifiable  disease  and  do  away  with  notification  of,  say,  Erysipelas, 
which  is  now  not  very  common  and  which  is  not  communicated  to 
others  with  such  ill  effects  as  Phthisis. 


CANCER  AND  OTHER  MATJGN ANT  DISEASE— 

Deaths  from  Cancer,  etc.,  numbered  24,  as  compared  with  18' 
deaths  in  1909.  Of  the  24,  13  were  male  and  11  females.  I  append 
c  table  showing  the  deaths  from  this  disease  since  1901:  — 


1901 

—  0 

1904 

—  2 

1907  — 

14 

1902 

—  6 

1905 

—  1 

1908  — 

15 

1903 

—  7 

1906 

—  26 

1909  — 

18 

The  larger  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  the  last  few  years 
is  no  doubt  attributable  in  part  to  an  increase  in  the  disease  itself, 
but  mainly  to  a  better  diagnosis.  Many  cases  which  would  now  be 
definitely  recognised  as  Cancer  were  verv  indefinitelv  certified  even 
a  few  years  ago. 
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MORTALITY  FROM  ALL  CAUSES— 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  deaths  in  the  various 
Wards  of  the  Borough.  The  remaining  54  deaths  were  of  residents 
who  died  outside  the  Borough. 


WARD 

Under  i 

I  to  5 

5  to  i5 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

Above  65 

TOTAL 

Farnworth 

10 

2 

2 

1 

23 

13 

51 

Halton  . 

13 

3 

7 

3 

15 

8 

49 

Simm’s  Cross 

28 

8 

7 

3 

29 

10 

85 

Victoria . 

26 

14 

1 

6 

22 

17 

86 

Waterloo 

27 

19 

5 

6 

15 

7 

79 

West  Bank  . . 

1 5 

4 

5 

2 

15 

7 

48 

Totals  . 

119 

50 

27 

21 

119 

62 

398 

No.  of  Residents  dying  outside  Borough  54 


Total  .  .  452 


It  is  convenient  here  to  insert  the  following  table  for  comparison  : 


Annual  Rates 

per  1000  livirg. 

Deaths 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Principal 

Epidemic 

Diseases. 

under  one 

year  to 

Crude 

Corrected 

1000  Births 

England  and  Wales . 

24.8 

13.4 

13.4 

0.99 

106 

77  Great  Towns . 

25.0 

13.4 

14.3 

1.23 

115 

136  Smaller  Towns . 

23.7 

12.4 

12.9 

0.88 

104 

England  and  Wales  less  the 
213  towns . 

25.0 

13.6 

12.8 

0.74 

96 

WIDNES  . 

305 

124 

•  •  • 

1 18 

121 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY— 

This  refers  to  the  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and 
is  calculated  by  the  proportion  of  such  deaths  to  the  number  of  births 
registered  during  the  year.  We  are  therefore  able  to  calculate  this 
rate  very  accurately,  although  the  estimation  of  the  population  may 
not  be  correct. 
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During  the  year  there  were  119  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age,  which  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  121  per  1000 
births.  In  1909  the  number  of  deaths  was  142,  with  a  rate  of  141 
per  1000.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1910  is  106. 

The  average  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  the  last  ten  years  is 
161,  so  that  the  year  1910  shows  a  decided  improvement.  Indeed,  it 
is  the  lowest  Infant  Mortality  rate  since  1893,  the  next  lowest  rate 
being  135  in  1902. 

Although  this  is  a  matter  for  congratulation,  I  imagine  that  the 
rate  for  the  country,  as  a  whole,  is  low,  and  we  might  be  able  to 
reduce  the  rate  still  further  if  certain  measures  for  dealing  with 
diarrhceal  diseases  were  taken.  These  diarrhoeal  diseases,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  table,  are  accountable  for  36  of  the  119  deaths. 
There  were  37  similar  deaths  in  1909.  I  can  only  repeat  what  I 
said  in  my  last  report,  that  this  a  large  number  of  such  deaths  in 
a  year  which  was  singularly  free  from  diseases  of  that  type. 

These  diseases  occur  at  a  special  season  of  the  year  and  are  due 
to  germs.  It  is  necessary  to  have  as  perfect  a  system  of  sanitation 
as  possible  in  order  to  diminish  the  increase  of  these  diseases,  and  no 
doubt  the  conversion  of  privies  and  ashpits,  with  which  the  Health 
Committee  is  now  dealing,  will  have  a  very  good  effect  on  the 
prevalence  of  Diarrhoea,  etc. 

Another  important  step  will  be  to  adopt  the  Notification  of  Births 
Act  and  possibly  to  appoint  a  Health  Visitor  or  organise  some  system 
of  voluntary  visiting  so  that  cases  may  be  seen  at  the  houses  and 
advice  given. 

It  is  found  generally  that  children  of  this  age  when  affected  by 
Summer  Diarrhoea  are  still  fed  on  the  same  food  as  when  they  are 
well.  The  mothers  cannot  be  made  to  understand  that  milk  at  that 
time  is  unsuitable,  and  if  plain  boiled  water  is  ordered  they  imagine 
the  child  will  be  starved.  Seeing  that  the  treatment  for  this  disease 
is  more  a  matter  of  diet  than  drugs,  it  is  advice  of  this  kind  that  is 
needed,  and  in  places  where  this  work  has  been  carried  out  the 
Infantile  Mortality  has  fallen  very  considerably. 


I  have  taken  out  a  list  of  houses  where  Summer  Diarrhoea  has 
resulted  in  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  find  that 
out  of  the  36  houses  26  were  provided  with  privies  as  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1910. 
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All  Causes — 

Certified . 

Common  Infectious  Diseases — 


Measles  .  1  1 

Whooping  Cough .  1  1 


Diarrhceal  Diseases — 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms... 

Enteritis,  Muco-enter- 
itis  Gastro-enteritis 

Gastritis,  Gastro¬ 
intestinal  Catarrh 

Wasting  Diseases — 

Premature  Birth . 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth  . 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  . 

Tuberculous  Diseases — 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis .  1  .  1  2 

Other  Causes — 

Meningitis  ( not 


Tuberculous) .  1  .  1 

Convulsions  .  1  .  1  .  1  ...  1  .  3 

Bronchitis .  1  1  .  1  .  3 

Pneumonia .  1  ...  1  2  1  2  1  4  2  ...  1  3  .  17 

Other  causes .  3  .  3  1  .  1  1  .  6 


9  2  .  11  1  1  .  13 

6  3  2  3  14  2  ...  1  1  ...  1  .  1  .  20 

3  .  3  .  3 

.  2  ...  2  3  1  2  2  1  .  1  ...  1  ...  1 


...  3 


1  1  ... 


5  3  4  2  4  2  2  1  4  2  ...  29 


1  . 


21  6  5  3  35  14  7  14  7  11  6  5  5  9  3  3  119 
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VREMATUBE  BIRTH— 

Thirteen  deaths  are  registered  as  Leing  due  to  premature  birth, 
the  deaths  occurring  in  all  cases  before  the  children  reached  the  age 
of  three  months.  Here  again  a  little  advice  to  expectant  mothers 
would  no  doubt  prove  beneficial,  as  in  many  cases  the  premature  birth 
is  brought  on  by  some  neglect  or  a  wrong  method  of  dieting. 


LUNG  DISEASES— 

These  diseases— mainly  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia — account  for 
20  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age.  With  one  exception  all 
were  of  children  over  one  month  of  age. 


WHOOPING  COUGH— 

During  the  year  there  was  only  one  death  from  Whooping  Cough 
in  a  child  under  one  year,  as  compared  with  twelve  at  a  similar  age 
in  1909. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATH  RATE— 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases, 
viz.  :  Smallpox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Fever  (Typhus,  Typhoid  and  Continued)  and  Diarrhoea  was  38,  which 
gives  a  zymotic  death  rate  of  1.18,  as  compared  with  61  deaths  and  a 
Zymotic  death  rate  of  1.89  in  1909. 
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SECTION  III. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 

The  total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year 
was  216,  as  compared  with  237  in  1909.  It  will  be  noticed  that  a 
great  proportion  of  these  are  Scarlet  Fever. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTFIED  DURING  TIIE  YEAR  1910- 


DISEASE 

All  Ages 

Under  i 

i—5 

to 

w 

1 

tO 

15—25 

25-65  Over  65 

Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup 

9 

— 

2 

4 

1 

2  — 

Erysipelas 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5  — 

Scarlet  Fever 

167 

3 

49 

106 

7 

2  — 

Enteric  Fever 

35 

— 

2 

15 

6 

12  — 

Total  . . 

216 

3 

53 

125 

14 

21  — 

Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  shown  in  the  various 
Wards  in  which  they  occurred  for  the  year  1910:  — 
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Earnworth  . 

2 

19 

3 

2 

— 

26 

Halton . 

6 

32 

— 

3 

— 

41 

Simms  Cross  . 

16 

25 

1 

1 

— 

43 

Victoria  . 

8 

23 

1 

1 

— 

33 

Waterloo . 

1 

45 

— 

2 

— 

48 

West  Bank . 

2 

23 

— 

— 

— 

25 

35 

167 

5 

9 

— 

216 

18 


Return  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  various  months 
of  year  1910:  — 


u 

C 

u 

<D 

u 

<D 

DISEASE 

u 

a 

p 

a 

a 

a 

p 

1h 

rO 

<U 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

a 

<D 

pH 

<D 

C/J 

Octobei 

<D 

> 

O 

£ 

a 

<D 

O 

<D 

Q 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

9 

11 

9 

28 

18 

14 

17 

5 

11 

24 

13 

167 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

4 

3 

— 

3 

— 

1 

3 

11 

3 

6 

1 

35 

Diphtheria  and  Mem¬ 
branous  Croup 

— 

1 

1 

- 

1 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

5 

1 

9 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

5 

Totals  .  . 

8 

14 

14 

11 

31 

19 

15 

20 

17 

14 

36 

17 

216 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION— 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Crow  Wood  has  accommodation  for 
forty  patients,  and  consists  of  a  block  of  two  large  wards  for  Enteric 
Fever  cases,  a  Scarlet  Fever  block  comprising  five  wards,  two  observa¬ 
tion  wards,  discharging  block,  administrative  block,  along  with 
laundry,  disinfecting  station,  mortuary,  etc.  The  wards  are  bright, 
sanitary,  and  are  for  the  most  part  lined  with  tiles,  which  conduces 
to  cleanliness. 

A  permanent  Nursing  Staff,  consisting  of  Matron,  two  Charge 
Nurses,  and  four  Nurses  is  provided.  All  patients  are  allowed  to 
have  their  own  Medical  Advisers. 

A  Small-pox  Hospital  has  been  erected  at  Barrow’s  Green.  This 
is  a  wooden  building  on  a  brickwork  foundation,  and  at  present  eight 
patients  can  be  accommodated.  The  foundations  of  another  ward 
have  been  laid,  so  that  the  erection  of  a  building  similar  to  the 
existing  one  can  be  quickly  arranged  if  necessary.  This  hospital  was 
last  used  in  1902. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  treated  in  Hos¬ 
pital  during  the  year  :  — 


In  Hospital,  Dec.  31st,  1909 

Diphtheria 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

Total 

20 

Anmitted  during  1910 

4 

31 

160 

195 

Died  . . 

0 

9 

7 

16 

Remaining  in  Hospital 

December  31st,  1910  .  . 

1 

0 

27 

28 

SCARLET  FEVER — 

During  the  year  there  was  again  a  large  number  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  viz. :  167  as  compared  with  186  in  1909.  Most  of 
the  cases  (125)  were  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age, 
while  47  were  between  one  and  five  years  of  age. 
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There  were  seven  deaths  out  of  the  167  eases,  and  all  these  deaths 
occurred  in  Hospital. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  number  of  cases  and  number  of 
deaths  each  year  since  1899:  — 

Cases  Deaths 


1899  211  11 

1900  158  7 

1901  35  3 

1902  75  2 

1903  231  7 

1904  58  1 

1905  82  11 

1906  57  3 

1907  41  2 

1908  78  — 

1909  186  5 

1910  167  7 


The  seven  cases  in  which  death  occurred  were  of  a  very  bad 
type  from  the  beginning,  and  with  these  exceptions  the  cases  were 
of  a  mild  order.  The  case  mortality  is  4.2  per  cent.,  and  of  the 
seven  deaths  three  were  children  under  live  years  of  age. 


The  167 

cases  were 

spread 

over  the  whole 

year  as 

t/ 

f  ollows : 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

8 

9 

11 

9 

28 

18 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

14 

17 

5 

11 

24 

13 

All  cases  were  investigated  and  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  the  disease.  One  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  cases,  or  95.8 
per  cent.,  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Clothes,  bedding 
and  rooms  were  disinfected,  and  instructions  given  as  to  the  exclusion 
of  remaining  children  from  school.  The  Director  of  Education  and 
Head  Teachers  were  notified  of  each  case,  and  also  of  the  time  when 
contact  children  could  return  to  school. 

The  children  in  the  schools  were  examined  in  order  to  find  out 
cases  missed  at  home,  but  in  many  cases  it  was  difficult  to  trace  the 
communication  of  infection.  No  infection  could  be  attributed  to 
the  milk  supply. 

There  has  been,  however,  great  carelessness  on  the  part  of  many 
parents  in  connection  with  this  disease,  and  in  several  instances  cams 
have  been  discovered  either  attending  school  or  being  kept  at  home 
and  no  doctor  in  attendance.  My  attention  was  drawn  to  one  of 
these  latter  cases  owing  to  the  children  being  reported  absent  from 
school  with  measles.  I  visited  the  house  and  found  three  children 
ill  with  Scarlet  Fever,  and  no  treatment  of  any  kind  being  adopted, 
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Owing  to  the  cases  recurring  I  advised  the  Health  Committee  to  issue 
the  following  handbill  and  a  copy  was  distributed  to  every  home  in 
the  Borough :  — 


Borough  of  Widnes. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


As  Scarlet  Fever  is  an  extremely  Infectious  Disease  it 
is  most  important  that  it  should  be  recognised  in  its  early 
stages,  and  that  persons  suffering  from  it  should  at  once  be 
isolated. 


The  case  must  also  notified  to  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  at  the  Town  Hall. 


The  Disease  usually  attacks  Children,  and  the  first 
Symptoms  generally  to  be  noticed  are  vomiting,  sore  throat 
and  a  scarlet  rash,  which  is  first  seen  on  the  neck  and  chest, 
and  finally  covers  the  greater  part  of  the  body. 


If  these  symptoms  are  not  noticed  at  the  time,  t,he 
Disease  can  be  recognised  later  by  the  skin  peeling  off  the 
body  in  small  flakes. 

In  all  doubtful  cases  it  is  advisable  to  call  in  a  doctor. 


WARNING ! 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  anyone  allowing  a  person 
suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  to  be  in  any  Street,  Public 
Place  (including  Schools),  or  any  public  conveyance,  is  liable 
to  a  fine  of  <£5. 


By  Order  of  the  Health  Committee, 


Borough  of  Widnes. 
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One  flagrant  case  of  neglect  occurred  soon  after  this  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  taken  against  the  parent.  A  child  was  found  to  be 
in  school  in  the  desquamating  stage,  although  another  child  had 
previously  been  removed  to  Hospital  and  the  parents  warned  to  seek 
advice  if  others  sickened.  The  case  was  made  worse  by  the  fact  that 
these  people  had  a  small  shop  and  sold,  among  other  things,  milk. 
A  fine  of  10s.  and  costs  was  imposed  in  this  case. 


DIPHTHERIA— 


Nine  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  15  in  1909.  There  was  one  death  due  to  the  disease. 
Five  of  the  cases  were  treated  in  hospital,  with  no  deaths. 


During  the  year  the  Local  Government  Board  issued  their  Order 
allowing  Authorities  to  supply  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  free  of  charge. 
This,  of  course,  made' no  change  in  this  Borough,  as  the  Council 
have  provided  free  Anti-toxin  for  many  years.  Supplies  are  kept 
at  the  Town  Hall,  Police  Station  and  Isolation  Hospital,  so  that  it  is 
available  at  any  time  of  day  or  night.  This  is  very  important,  as 
the  value  of  the  serum  is  greater  the  earlier  it  is  used  in  the  course 
of  the  disease. 


During  the  year  five  phials  of  Anti-toxin  have  been  used,  equalling 
5,000  units. 


ENTERIC  FEVER — 


There  were  35  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  notified  during  the  year 
and  11  deaths,  as  compared  with  16  cases  and  two  deaths  in  1909. 
Twenty  of  the  cases  occurred  during  the  Autumn  months,  the  usual 
period  for  Enteric  to  be  prevalent  in  the  Borough.  In  recent  years 
there  have  been  fewer  cases  of  this  disease,  and  I  have  stated  that 
this  was  probably  due  to  the  wet  summers  which  prevailed.  During 
1910,  however,  there  was  warm  weather,  and  so  there  is  more  likelihood 
of  the  disease  being  prevalent.  There  was  also  in  many  districts  a 
large  number  of  flies,  particularly  in  the  autumn,  and  these  no 
doubt  are  responsible  for  conveying  germs  from  open  ashpits  into 
the  houses  and  the  food. 
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Disinfection  of  yards  and  back  passages  has  not  been  carried  out 
as  fulty  as  in  former  years,  as  I  considered  it  was  hot 
necessary  unless  there  was  a  long  spell  of  hot  weather, 
but  as  I  have  before  mentioned  frequent  watering  and  flushing  of 
yards  and  the  abolition  of  ashpits  and  privies  would  do  more  to 
prevent  Enteric  than  any  amount  of  disinfectants.  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  ashpits  are  being  converted  into  ashbins  in  all  parts  of 
the  Borough,  so  that  now  dry  refuse  is  removed  once  a  week  from 
many  houses,  which  will  certainly  maintain  more  healthy  conditions. 


Many  people,  however,  look  upon  the  ashbin  as  a  receptacle  for 
all  the  rubbish  of  the  house.  It  should  be  distinctly  understood  that 
the  ashbin  is  for  dry  ashes  only.  Organic  refuse,  such  as  potato 
peelings  and  vegetables,  paper,  etc.,  should  all  be  burnt. 


Of  the  35  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  31  were  admitted  to  Hospital, 
and  of  these  nine  died,  or  29  per  cent. 


The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  Enteric  Fever  in 
the  various  Wards  since  1891:  — 


Farnw’th 

Halton 

Simms 

Cross 

Victoria 

Waterloo 

West 

Bank 

Total 

1891 

3 

11 

14 

18 

10 

12 

68 

1892 

1 

21 

23 

17 

22 

19 

103 

1893 

6 

38 

60 

26 

22 

30 

182 

1894 

3 

28 

15 

19 

16 

27 

108 

1895 

— 

13 

8 

9 

13 

9 

52 

1896 

8 

18 

15 

35 

81 

57 

214 

1897 

5 

6 

23 

8 

24 

10 

76 

1898 

8 

13 

15 

19 

62 

18 

135 

1899 

2 

24 

33 

33 

29 

7 

128 

1900 

8 

7 

14 

4 

6 

1 

40 

1901 

4 

23 

20 

19 

34 

11 

111 

1902 

8 

4 

16 

5 

8 

5 

46 

1903 

8 

3 

15 

7 

12 

3 

48 

1904 

— 

— 

7 

9 

20 

5 

41 

1905 

5 

18 

20 

12 

15 

4 

74 

1906 

6 

12 

26 

14 

6 

3 

67 

1907 

— 

— 

5 

6 

2 

2 

15 

1908 

1 

6 

10 

13 

1 

13 

44 

1909 

2 

— 

7 

6 

— 

1 

16 

1910 

2 

6 

16 

8 

1 

2 

35 

80 

251 

362 

287 

384 

239 

1603 

23 


* 

ANALYSIS  OF  ENTERIC  FEVER  IN  THE  SEVERAL  WARDS 

DURING  1910. 

Ward  and  Street.  Under  i  i  to  5  5  to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  65  &  over  Total 

Fa  rn  worth  Ward — 

Appleton  Lodge,  1  . .  .  .  1  .  1 

Moss  Brook  House  . .  . .  . .  . .  1  .  .  1 


1  .  .  1  .  .  2 

Farnworth  Ward — 2  Cases 


Holton  Ward — 

Edward  Street,  5 

•  •  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

Mary  Street,  22  (3) 

•  •  •  • 

3 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

3 

Warrington  Road,  43 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

Joseph.  Street,  5 

•  •  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

•  •  •  • 

5 

1 

•  « 

6 

Halton  Ward — 6  Cases. 

Simm’s  Cross  Ward — 

Lugsdale  Road,  112  (2) 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1  1 

2 

Dickson  St.,  12,  15(4)14 

2 

3 

1 

6 

Gladstone  St.,  8,  42,  15 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1  2 

3 

Travis  Street.  5 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Kent  Street,  67,  59 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Elliott  Street,  21  (2) 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

2 

2 

2 

4 

3  7 

•  • 

16 

Si  mm’ s 

Cross  Ward — 16  Cases. 

- 

Victoria  Ward — 

Ann  Street,  W.,  40 

•  •  •  • 

1 

•  •  »  • 

1 

Luton  Street,  21,  33 

•  •  %  % 

•  • 

1  1 

2 

Eleanor  Street,  36,  18 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Wareing  Street,  40 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Major  Cross  St.,  34  (2) 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

•  •  •  • 

3 

3  2 

•  • 

8 

Victoria  Ward- 

—8  Cases. 

Waterloo  Ward — 

White  Street,  30 

•  •  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

Waterloo  Ward — 1  Case 

West  Bank  Ward — 

Mersey  Road,  73 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

1 

Oaklank  Street,  116 

•  •  •  • 

1 

•  •  •  • 

•  • 

1 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

Wtst  Bank  Ward — 2  Cases 

Total  Number 

of  Cases — 35 
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MEASLES—\ 

This  is  not  a  notifiable  disease,  so  that  except  for  the  notifica¬ 
tions  I  obtain  from  the  Head  Teachers  of  the  Elementary  Schools  it 
is  impossible  to  obtain  a  record  of  the  number  of  cases. 

Six  deaths  were  certified  as  being  due  to  measles  as  compared 
with  1G  in  1909.  All  the  six  deaths  were  of  children  five  years  of  age. 

In  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles 
in  the  West  Bank  and  Waterloo*  districts,  affecting  West  Bank  Council, 
St.  Patrick’s  R.C.  and  Widnes  C.E.  Schools.  No  schools,  however, 
were  closed  on  account  of  the  disease. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  which  the  Head  Teachers  and 
Attendance  Officers  notify  me  at  once  of  any  case  of  Measles  or  other 
infectious  disease.  Their  plan  has  worked  very  well  and  during  the 
last  twelve  months  the  Head  Teachers  have  notified  me  of  many  such 
cases.  This  is  a  very  great  help  and  will  be  of  still  greater  use  to 
me  now  that  I  have  more  time  to  devote  to  the  work. 


TUBERCULOSIS— 

There  were  30  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  all  kinds  during  the 
year,  or  .9  per  1000.  Phthisis  or  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  was 
responsible  for  19  of  these  deaths.  This  is  not  a  notifiable  disease, 
but  Poor  Law  cases  are  to  be  notified  bv  the  District  Medical  Officers. 
During  the  year  only  three' such  cases  were  niotified  to  me,  including 
one  person  who  was  leaving  the  Workhouse  to  reside  in  the  Borough. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM— 

This  disease  was  made  notifiable  after  the  Health  Committee, 
acting  on  my  suggestion,  had  applied  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
It  remains  a  notifiable  disease  for  twelve  months,  but  up  to  the  present 
no  notification  has  been  received.  All  the  medical  men  and  midwives 
in  the  Borough  have  been  informed  that  this  is  a  notifiable  disease. 
It  is  very  important,  however,  that  this  shoo  Id  be  notifiable,  as  an 
infant  who  contracts  the  disease  may  be  rendered  totally  blind  in  a 
day  or  two  unless  proper  treatment  is  adopted  immediately. 

On  the  notification  of  a  case  the  house  would  be  visited  and 
the  parents  instructed  to  obtain  medical  advice  at  once.  If  this  is 
impossible  then  advice  would  be  given  to  the  parents  and  midwife 
in  charge  of  the  case.  This  is  another  kind  of  case  where  the  services 
of  a  Lady  Health  Visitor  would  be  very  useful. 


SECTION  IV. 


SPECIAL  SANITARY  AND  OTHER  MATTERS. 


WATER  SUPPLY— 

The  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  a  very  excellent  one.  The 
Corporation  possess  three  deep  wells,  front  which  a  very  plentiful 
supply  of  pure  water  can  be  obtained.  At  present  most  of  the  water 
is  being  pumped  from  Stocks  Well,  but  there  is  a  reserve  supply  at 
Netherley  and  Bella  Yale.  The  water  is  untreated  before  use,  and 
is  simply  pumped  to  the  reeservoir  at  Pex  Hill,  and  reaches  the  town 
by  gravity.  The  Borough  is  fortunate  to  possess  a  supply  which 
would  serve  a  town  many  times  larger  than  Widnes,  so  that  as  our 
health  and  general  sanitation  depends  a  great  deal  on  the  quality  and 
quantity  of  water,  we  should  certainly  be  a  healthy  community. 

I  append  the  latest  anatysis  of  the  water,  supplied  to  me  by 
Mr.  I.  Carr,  M.I.C.E.,  Gas  and  Water  Engineer. 

Analysis  of  water  from  Stocks  Well  and  Netherley  by  W.  Colling- 
wood  Williams,  B.Sc.,  Liverpool. 


;  Stocks  Well 

1 

Netherley 

In  parts  per 

In  parts  per 

1 00,030 

100,000 

190 

1909 

1910 

1909 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution 

15M00 

15-800 

17.000 

16-600 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in  15  minutes... 

000 

000 

•000 

000 

Oxygen  required  to  oxidise  in  3  hours 

•001 

•000 

•001 

•000 

Ammonia 

•001 

•002 

•001 

‘000 

Ammonia  from  organic  matter  by  distilla- 

tion  with  alkaline  permanganate 

•000 

004 

•001 

000 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates... 

•198 

•262 

•337 

•437 

Combined  Chlorine  ... 

1-800 

2  000 

2-250 

2-400 

Permanent  Hardness 

10  00 

18  14 

8  60 

8.00 

Temporary  Hardness 

•00 

1  00 

•00 

2  15 

Total  Hardness 

1000 

9-14 

8-60 

10. 1.5 

Both  samples  when  submitted  to  Bacteriological  Examination  were 
quite  satisfactory. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS— 

Proceedings  under  these  Acts  are  taken  by  the  County  Police,  and 
I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Superintendent  Strickland  for  the  following 
Report  of  Analyses  and  proceedings  taken. 

Return  of  Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  in  the 
Borough  of  Widnes,  for  year  ending  31st  December,  1910:  — 


No. 

Date  of 
Purchase. 

Nature  of 
Sample. 

Resull 

Anahy 

959  Gth  Feb,  1910 

New  Milk 

Genuine. 

960 

do. 

New  Milk 

do.  - 

961 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

9G*2 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

963 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

964 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

965  7th  Feb,  1910 

Butter 

do. 

966 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

do. 

967 

do. 

Rum 

do. 

968 

do. 

Margarine 

do. 

969 

do. 

White  Pepper 

do. 

970 

do. 

Butter 

do. 

971 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

do. 

972  March  10th,  1910 

New  Milk 

do. 

973 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

974 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

975 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

976 

do. 

Butter 

Fined  20s 

cost 

977 

do. 

New  Milk 

Genuine. 

978 

do. 

Lard 

do. 

979 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

do. 

980 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

do. 

981 

do. 

Rum 

do. 

98'2 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

983 

do. 

Margarine 

do. 

984 

do. 

Butter 

do. 

985  8th  May,  1910 

New  Milk 

do. 

986 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

987 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

988 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

989 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 

990  9th  May,  1910 

Butter 

do. 

991 

do. 

White  Pepper 

do. 

992 

do. 

Lard 

do. 

993 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

do. 

994 

do. 

Cheese 

do. 

1 

do. 

Scotch  Whiskey 

do. 

2 

do. 

Rum 

do. 

3 

do. 

New  Milk 

do. 
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Date  of 

No.  Purchase. 


Nature  of 
Sample. 


Result  of 
Analysis. 


4 

13th  July,  1910 

Rum 

5 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

G 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

7 

do. 

Butter 

8 

do. 

Butter 

9 

do. 

New  Milk 

10 

do. 

New  Milk 

11 

do. 

New  Milk 

12 

do 

New  Milk 

13 

do. 

New  Milk 

14 

do. 

New  Milk 

15 

do. 

Margarine 

16 

do. 

White  Pepper 

17 

12th  Sept,  1910 

Butter 

18 

do. 

Lard 

19 

do. 

New  Milk 

20 

do. 

New  Milk 

21 

do. 

New  Milk 

22 

do. 

Lard 

23 

do. 

Butter 

24 

do. 

New  Milk 

25 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

26 

do. 

Rum 

27 

do. 

New  Milk 

28 

do. 

New  Milk 

29 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

30 

ICth  Nov,  1910 

Butter 

31 

do. 

Butter 

32 

do. 

Rum 

33 

do. 

New  Milk 

34 

do. 

Lard 

35 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

36 

do. 

Gin 

37 

do. 

White  Pepper 

38 

do. 

Cheese 

39 

do. 

New  Milk 

40 

do. 

New  Milk 

41 

do. 

New  Milk 

42 

do. 

New  Milk 

43 

5th  Dec,  1910 

Irish  Whiskey 

44 

do. 

Rum 

45 

do. 

Lard 

46 

do. 

Coffee 

47 

do. 

New  Milk 

48 

do. 

Butter 

49 

do. 

White  Pepper 

50 

do. 

Butter 

51 

do. 

New  Milk 

52 

do. 

New  Milk 

> 


Genuine. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

dc. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

dc. 

dc. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Pay  costs,  10/5. 
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i\0. 

Date  of 
Purchase. 

Nature  of 
Sample. 

Result  of 
Analysis. 

53 

5th  Dec,  1910 

New  Milk 

Pay  costs,  10/5. 

54 

do. 

Irish  Whiskey 

Genuine 

55 

do. 

New  Milk 

Do. 

56 

do. 

New  Milk 

Do. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKS1I0PS— 

There  are  19  Cowsheds  on  the  Register,  and  all  of  these  are  in 
actual  use. 


Improvements  have  been  effected  in  some  of  the  worst  cowsheds, 
but  much  remains  to  be  done  to  ensure  a  cleanly  supply  of  milk. 


It  will  take  a  long  time  and  much  trouble  to  get  farmers  and 
dairymen  to  be  cleanly  and  careful  in  their  handling  of  milk.  At 
present  in  many  places  cleanliness  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  and 
the  filthy  state  of  the  cows  and  of  the  dairymen’s  hands  at  m Thing 
time  render  milk  positively  harmful  as  a  food.  When  it  is  remem¬ 
bered  that  milk  is  the  chief  food  of  many  young  children  it  is  surely 
necessary  that  greater  care  should  be  taken  in  the  preparation  and 
sale  of  the  commodity.  This  Borough  has  powers  under  the  Borough 
Act  of  1890  to  inspect  cowsheds,  etc.,  outside  the  Borough,  the  owners 
of  which  supply  milk  in  the  Borough. 


The  number  of  Milk  Shops  on  the  Register  is  58.  These  are 
regularly  inspected  and  are  now  being  kept  in  accordance  with  the 
Regulations. 


I  have  already  mentioned  in  this  report  of  the  case  of  scarlet 
fever  occurring  at  a  dairy.  The  sale  of  milk  wras  stopped  for  a 
fortnight,  and  then  resumed  as  no  more  cases  developed. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES — 


There  are  seven  Slaughterhouses  on  the  Register,  but  there  is  not 
a  great  deal  of  slaughtering  done.  All  the  slaughterhouses  have 
been  frequently  inspected. 
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(  OMMON  LODGIA  G- HOUSES— 


There  are  four  Common  Lodging-Houses  in  the  Borough,  three  of 
which  are  for  Males  only.  The  remaining  one  is  a  lodging-house 
for  both  sexes.  All  these  have  been  inspected.  During  the  year  a 
case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  a  common  lodging-house.  It  was 
removed  to  Hospital,  and  no  further  cases  occurred  in  the  house. 


OF  FEN  SI  V  E  TRADES — 


There  are  two  works  which  come  under  this  heading.  Both  are 
engaged  in  the  making  of  manure  from  offal.  They  are  visited  from 
time  to  time,  and  are  so  fitted  up  as  to  cause  as  little  offence  as 
possible. 

The  fried  fish  shops  in  the  Borough  are  visited  periodically. 


CANAL  BOATS— 

The  Inspector  of  Nuisances  is  the  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats,  and 
appends  his  report  on  his  work  under  The  Canal  Boats  Acts  to  his 
Annual  Report. 


REFUSE  REMOVA  L- — 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  and  is  supervised  by 
the  Health  and  Highways  Committee. 

The  Borough  i»  well  sewered  and  drained,  and  the  sewers  are  well 
ventilated  by  shafts,  and  are  regularly  flushed. 

During  the  year  27  privies  were  converted  into  water-closets,  but 
there  are  a  great  number  yet  to  be  converted.  This  will  no  doubt 
occupy  my  time  very  considerably  during  this  present  year.  All 
new  houses  are  supplied  with  water  closets  and  new  ashbins  are  also 
provided. 

There  are  about  500  ashbins,  and  these  are  emptied  (in  the 
day  time)  once  a  week.  The  cost  of  removal  is  slightly  higher  where 
the  two  systems  of  removal  are  carried  on  together,  but  the  increased 
cost  is  balanced  by  the  more  healthy  conditions.  As  more  ashpits 
are  converted  and  ashbins  substituted  the  disposal  of  the  refuse  will 
become  a  serious  question.  It  will  be  of  no  value  to  farmers,  as  it  con¬ 
sists  of  dry  ash  principally,  and  at  present  it  is  being  deposited  in  a 
deep  quarry. 
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The  question  of  dealing  with  this  refuse  by  provision  of  a 
destructor  will,  in  a  very  short  period,  have  to  be  seriously  considered. 

In  connection  with  refuse  removal  and  sewage  it  is  necessary  to 
mention  the  very  great  improvement  which  will  take  place  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  part  of  the  Borough  by  the  oulverting  of  Bower’s 
Brook. 


This  brook  was  an  open  water  course  through  Simni’s  Cross 
and  Halton  View  districts  and  finally  discharged  into  a  culvert 
near  Lugsdale  Road.  The  contents  of  the  brook  were  practically 
sewage,  and  in  dry  weather  the  state  of  the  watercourse  was  extremely 
bad.  After  my  annual  report  for  1906  it  was  resolved  to  culvert  the 
brook  in  its  course  through  the  Borough,  and  during  1910  this  work 
has  been  entered  upon.  The  whole  of  the  stream  will  run  through  the 
culvert,  which  is  taken  in  practically  a  divert  line  from  Sadler  Street 
to  Lugsdale  Road,  and  the  old  watercourse  will  be  filled  in.  Property 
in  Denton  Street  and  Bower  Street,  etc.,  which  formerly  drained 
into  the  open  brook  will  now  be  drained  into  the  culvert. 


There  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  work  will  contribute  very  much 
to  a  more  sanitary  state  of  the  district. 


INSANITARY  PROPERTY— 

During  the  year  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act  with  regard  to  property  in  Brynn  Street.  These 
houses  were  reported  to  be  in  an  insanitary  state,  but  the  proceedings 
under  the  Act  take  so  long  that  very  possibly  the  property  will  be 
entirely  demolished  before  anything  can  be  done. 


A  demolition  order  has  been  made,  and  unless  the  owner  rebuilds 

in  a  satisfactory  manner  the  whole  site  will  be  cleared. 

»/ 


At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  buildings  are  being  put 
into  repair. 


NUISANCES— 


271  preliminary  notices  to  abate  nuisances  were  issued.  It  was 
not  necessary  to  take  proceedings  in  any  case. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT— 

In  compliance  with  Section  132,  I  have  to  report  on 
the  above  Act,  and  also  send  a  copy  of  the  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  A  Register  is  kept  of  all  factories  and  workshops 
and  from  the  tabulated  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  there  are 
103  registered  workshops  in  the  Borough,  including  23  bakehouses 
and  7  laundries. 


1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspection  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Premises 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written  Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories . 

1 30 

15 

Nil 

Workshops . 

206 

24 

Nil 

Workplaces  . 

. . . 

... 

•  •  • 

Total . 

342 

39 

•  •  • 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts— 

Want  of  cleanliness 

6 

fi 

Want  of  ventilation 

1 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  ... 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

1 

i 

Ai 

Other  nuisances... 

23 

23 

\  insufficient 

1 

i 

Sanitary  accom’dation  [unsuitable  or  defective 

O 

> 

J  not  separate  for  sexes.. 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Y/orkshops 
Act — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

1 

1 

(s.  101)  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 

bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100)  ... 

4 

4 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

39 

39 
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4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Number. 


Laundry  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Bakehouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  23 

Dressmakers  and  Millinery  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Tailoring  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  4 

Others  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  41 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  .  .  103 


5. — Other  Matters. 

Class. 

Number 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act  (s.  133 )  . .  .  .  . .  ..  ..  .. 

l 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred" 
by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(s.  5) 

-Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

9 

ACCIDENT  HOSPITAL— 

Patients  in  Hospital  Dec.  31st,  1909 .  8 

Admitted  during  1910  . ,  76 

Out-Patients  during  1910  . 245 

Operations — In-Patients  .  6 

— Out-Patients  .  20 

Deaths  .  6 

Patients  in  Hospital  Dec.  31st,  1910  .  7 
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SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


The  following  is  the  REPORT  of  Mr.  Walter  Lowe,  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  on  the  work  done  by  the  Sanitary  Department  during 
the  year. 


ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES— 

Two  hundred  and  seventy  one  preliminary  notices  were  served 
on  owners  or  occupiers  to  abate  nuisances,  and  82  repeat  notices  were 
served.  In  47  cases  these  notices  were  not  complied  with,  necessitating 
reports  to  Health  Committee  and  the  service  of  final  notices.  It  is, 
however,  gratifying  to  report  that  I  have  not  had  to  resort  to  legal 
measures  to  enforce  same. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  slight  increase  in  the  number 
of  conversions  of  privies  into  water  closets,  compared  with  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year. 


The  following  is  a  statement  of  sanitary  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  as  a  result  of  notices  served  or  recommendations  made. — 


Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served 
,,  Repeat  Notices  ... 

,,  Nuisances  reported  to  Health  Committee  ... 

,,  Summonses  taken  out  for  non-compliance  ... 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  embraced  in  the  271  Notices... 

,,  ,,  re-inspections  made  of  two  to  each  notice 


271 

82 

47 

721 

542 
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SUMMARY  OF 


NUISANCES  REGISTERED 


AND  ABATED 


Choked  and  Defective  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Defective  Cellar  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Connection  between  Gulley  and  Drain  ...  ...  ...  1 

Separate  Connection  in  Sewer  for  House  Drain  ...  ..  ...  3 

Slopstone  Pipe  disconnected  from  Drain  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Defective  Slopstone  Waste  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Insecure  Slopstone  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  Slopstone  Waste  Pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Slopstone  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  and  Defective  W.W.C.’c  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Defective  W.W.C.  Tippers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Absence  of  Tippers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

CKoked  and  Defective  F. W.C.’s  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Absence  of  Water  Supply  to  W.C.  Cistern  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gulley  Grids  wanted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Closet  Seat  Board  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Closet  Floor  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Closet  Roof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Closet  Riser  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Privy  and  Ashpit  Walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Foul  Privy  converted  into  W.C.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Deep  and  Foul  Ashpit  to  be  filled  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  Privy  and  Ashpit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ashbin  in  place  of  Ashpit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  Ashbin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Properly  constructed  Channel  to  be  made  in  yard  ...  ...  3 

Defective  Yard  Pavement  ...  ...,  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Defective  House  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Damp  Walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Defective  Eavegutters  and  Downspouts  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Defective  House  Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Defective  Skirting  Boards  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Plaster  on  House  \\  fills  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  18 

Houses  requiring  Cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Sash  Cords  provided  to  Windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Smoky  House  Chimney  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Loose  Chaff,  Refuse,  etc.,  in  yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Fowls  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  20 

Pigeons  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Foul  Ditch  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Refuse  (Household)  deposited  on  waste  land  ...  ...  ...  30 

Intimation  to  Borough  Surveyor  re  Choked  W.  W.C.’s,  Drains  etc.  184 
Closets  requiring  Limewashing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Foul  Pit  ...  ...  .  1 

Bower’s  Brook — cleaning  out  of  the  top  reaches  of  the  Brook  1 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  1910- 


Number  of  Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  600 

,,  Postcards  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

Notices  re  Workshop  Contraventions  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

,,  Milkshop  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

,,  Cowshed  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  Bakehouse  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Notices  on  Occupiers  re  Wet  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Notices  re  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Notice  under  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  (Sec.  5)  23 

Notice  under  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  Sec.  46  ...  ...  ...  3 

Report  to  Town  Clerk  re  Nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS  REGULATIONS— 

The  number  of  Milkshops  on  the  register  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  was  53.  Thirteen  applications  to  be  placed  on  the  register 
were  received  from  Purveyors  of  Milk,  and  after  inspection  these  were 
granted.  Eight  purveyors  have  discontinued  the  sale  of  Milk,  thus 
leaving  58  on  the  register. 

In  six  instances  only  was  it  necessary  to  notify  the  purveyors  re 
contraventions  of  the  Regulations. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  contraventions  is,  in  my  opinion, 
due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  new  Regulations  having  been  adopted 
by  the  Council  and  the  careful  inspection  of  premises  before  registra¬ 
tion. 

The  cowsheds  have  been  inspected  periodically,  and  with  one  or 
two  exceptions  there  has  been  no  serious  cause  for  complaint. 

There  are  seven  cowkeepers  outside  the  Borough  boundary  who 
purvey  milk  in  the  Borough.  Each  of  these  has  been  supplied  with 
a  printed  copy  of  the  Widnes  Corporation  Act,  1908,  Part  VII,  which 
deals  exclusively  with  Tuberculosis. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES— 

The  number  of  Slaughterhouses  is  seven,  as  last  year.  They  have 
been  periodically  inspected,  and  only  in  one  case  was  there-  any  need 
to  complain. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES— 

The  number  of  Common  Lodging-Houses  is  four,  providing 
accommodation  for  176  persons 
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One  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  notified  in  a  Common  Lodging- 
House.  The  whole  of  the  house  was  at  once  cleansed  by  lime-washing. 
The  houses  are  constantly  inspected. 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS— 

The  number  of  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  is  the  same  as  last  year, 
viz.  :  31.  They  are  chiefly  occupied  by  people  of  the  Polish  nationality 
and  the  houses  and  clothing  are  invariably  kept  very  clean.  There 
is,  however,  a  tendency  for  two  or  three  families  to  share  a  house, 
causing  overcrowding. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES— 

Messrs.  J.  P.  Dean  &  Co.,  The  Marsh;  Messrs.  The  Fleetwood 
Chemical  Co.,  The  Marsh. 

There  have  been  no  complaints  respecting  either  of  the  above 


FRIED  FISH  AND  CHIPPED  POTATO  SHOPS— 

These  are  inspected  periodically  with  respect  to  the  cleanliness 
of  the  utensils  and  the  disposal  of  the  refuse.  In  several  instances 
I  had  to  make  complaint. 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS— 


Privies  at  the  following  premises  have  been  converted  into  the 
water-carriage  system :  — 


Workshop,  Widnes  Road 
Albert  Road 
Tanhouse  Lane 

Cromwell  Street,  Nos.  48  to  68  inclusive 
(12  privies) 

Barn  Street,  No.  1 
Waterloo  Road,  Nos.  18  to  24... 

Works  at  Appleton 
Victoria  Road,  Nos.  70  and  72 
Norlands  Farm  ... 

Frederick  Street,  Nos.  37,  41  and  43 


1  fresh  water  closets 


1 

?? 

1 

)  ? 

12 

J  > 

>  > 

1 

5  5 

4 

>  > 

5  5 

1 

>  * 

5  > 

2 

J  ? 

>  5 

1 

5  5 

>  5 

3 

waste 

>  > 

United  Alkali  Co. — 

Hutchinson  Works  ...  ...  ...  automatic  flush  trough  closet 

*/  Sullivan  Works  ...  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  ,, 

(providing  accommodation  for  50  and  180  workmen  respectively) 
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Houses  numbered  5  to  27  inclusive,  Sankey  Street,  which  have 
been  closed  for  several  years,  have  now  changed  ownership  and  have 
been  thoroughly  overhauled  and  put  in  habitable  condition,  with 
well  paved  yards,  waste  water  closets  and  dustbins. 

* 

Brown  Street  Property. — These  houses,  which  had  become  very 
much  dilapidated,  were  boarded  up  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
Two  houses  were  thoroughly  put  in  order  and  became  tenanted,  but 
the  others  are  now  again  being  wantonly  destroyed. 


Elizabeth  Street  and  Railway  Street. — The  property  was  allowed 
to  get  into'  a  dilapidated  state.  A  portion  of  the  house  situate  in  Rail¬ 
way  Street  has  since  been  put  in  order  and  ready  for  a  tenant,  the 
other  portion  in  Elizabeth  Street  has  been  boarded  up. 


OVERCROWDING— 

Seven  cases  of  overcrowding  were  met  with.  It  is  found  in  most 
of  these  cases  that  the  family  is  large  and  the  father  in  receipt  of 
small  wages,  so  that  they  are  unable  to  pay  larger  rents  for  better 
accommodation . 


TOWNS  POLICE  CLAUSES  ACT,  1847,  SECTION  28- 

Thirty  tenants  have  been  written  to  with  respect  to  throwing 
garbage  and  other  refuse  on  land  immediately  in  the  rear  of  their 
premises. 


Also  17  painters  and  decorators  and  bill-posters  were  warned 
against  the  practice  of  throwing  waste  paper  and  advertisements  of 
hoardings  on  vacant  land. 


In  each  case  there  has  been  no  further  cause  for  complaint. 


UNSOUND  FOOD— 

The  following  articles  of  unsound  food  were  destroyed: — Tripe, 
41bs. ;  Pears,  191  lbs .  ;  Grape  Fruit,  601bs.  ;  Brussels  Sprouts,  lOlbs.  ; 
Onions,  2001bs.  ;  Apples,  10981bs.  ;  Tomatoes,  3491bs. ;  Grapes,  841bs. ; 
Oranges,  3,548;  Lemons,  680;  Strawberries,  9lbs. ;  Geese,  4. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES— 

Nuisances  existing  at  houses  in  which  Infectious  Diseases 
occurred  :  — 


Dirty  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Defective  Yard  Pavement  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  Gullies  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Gully  enclosed  in  Shed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  House  Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Defective  Plaster  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Damp  Walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insecure  Slopstone  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Choked  and  Defective  W.W.C.’s  .  11 

Defective  Slopstone  Waste  Pipe  ...  ...  4 

Defective  House  Floors  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Privy  Walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  Eavegutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Closet  Floor  Defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Articles  removed  for  disinfection,  1910:  — 

Beds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  219 

Sheets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  378 

Blankets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  414 

Quilts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  284 

Pillows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  471 

Pillow  Slips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  511 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2753 

Total .  5030 


FACTOEY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT ,  1901  — 


Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts,  the  factories  and  work 
shops  have  been  inspected  with  the  following  result:  — 


Notices  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  ... 
Notices  served  upon  occupiers  of  workshops  as  follows : 
Workshops  (other  than  Bakehouses)  requiring 
limewashing 

Bakehouses  requiring  limewashing  ... 

Bakehouse  dirty  floor 

Firewood  Workshop  (no  separate  w.c.  accommo¬ 
dation) 

Ventilation  defective  ... 

Outbuildings  requiring  limewashing 
Absence  of  sanitary  accommodation 
Defective  Pavement 
Defective  Ceilings 
Defective  Roofs 
Defective  Eavegutters 


7 


6 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 
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Notices  served  upon  Factories: 

Sanitary  Convenience  defective 
Convenience  opening  directly  into  Workroom 
Convenience  in  a  foul  and  defective  state 
Convenience  in  a  foul  state  only  ... 
Convenience  requiring  limewashing 


1 

1 

4 

2 

4 


OUTWORKERS— 

The  number  of  outworkers  on  the  register  is  seven.  Notice  was 
served  upon  a  contractor  and  occupier,  under  ,Section  110,  Factory 
and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  re  Scarlet  Fever  occurring  in  the  house 
of  one  of  the  outworkers.  No  nuisances  were  found  upon  any  of 
the  premises. 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS— 

I  annex  copy  of  my  Annual  Report  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  as  to  the  execution  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  to  1884  for 
the  year  1910. 
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BOROUGH  OF  WIDNES. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  AS  TO  THE  EXECUTION  OF  THE  CANAL 


BOATS  ACTS  1877  and  1884,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1910. 


INSPECTION  OF  BOATS— 

Tiie  Inspection  of  Canal  Boats  is  undertaken  by  the  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  (Mr.  Walter  Lowe,  Town  Hall,  Widnes),  no  salary  being 
paid. 


NUMBER  OF  BOATS  INSPECTED— 

The  number  of  boats  inspected  during  1910  was  62,  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  boats  and  their  occupants  as  regards  the  matters  dealt 
with  in  the  Acts  and  Regulations,  is  indicated  by  the  following 
information. 


AS  TO  INFRINGEMENTS  OF  ACTS  AND 


REGULATIONS— 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  Infringements  of  Acts  and 
R  filiations  during  the  year:  — 


(a) 

Registration 

One 

(b) 

Notification  of  Change  of  Master 

None 

(c) 

Certificates 

Four 

(d) 

Marking  ... 

Two 

(e) 

Overcrowding 

None 

(f) 

Separation  of  Sexes 

None 

(g) 

Cleanliness 

None 

(h) 

Ventilation  . 

None 

(i) 

Painting  ... 

One 

(j) 

Provision  of  Water  Cask 

None 
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legal  proceedings— 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken. 


STEPS  TAKEN  TO  SECURE  COMPLIANCE  W  IT  11  ACTS  AND 
REGULATIONS—  . 


Service  of  Notices  on  Owners  re  contraventions. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES- 


No  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  met  witli. 


CLEANSING  AND  DISINFECTION — 

No  boat  met  with  which  required  cleansing  and  disinfecting. 


TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  BOATS  ON  REGISTER— 

Showing: — (a)  No.  of  Boats  believed  to  be  in  use  or  available; 
(b)  No.  of  Boats  that  cannot  be  traced:  — 

(a)  119.  (b)  140 


NUMBER  OF  BOATS  REGISTERED  1910 — 

One  Boat  was  Registered  during  the  year  owing  to  change  of 
Ownership. 


(Signed)  WALTER  LOWE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Nuisance  Inspector’s  Department, 
Town  Hall,  Widnes, 

December  31s£,  1910. 


Borough  of  Widnes, 


EDUCATION 


(ADMINISTRATIVE  PROVISIONS)  ACT 


1907. 


REPORT  ON  THE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF 
ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  FOR  YEAR 
ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1910. 


TO  T1IE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE. 


Mrs.  Neil  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Third  Annual  Report  on 
the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children.  As  I  have  mentioned  in 
my  previous  reports,  the  Board  of  Education  have  issued  several 
circulars  (Nos.  57G,  582,  and  596)  relating  to  the  working  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children,  and  also  to  methods 
of  treatment  which  may  be  adopted. 

Before  the  beginning  of  ever}'  school  year  the  Board  of  Educa¬ 
tion  ask  for  a  return  (Form  9  M.I.),  showing  tlie  arrangements  made  b} 
Local  Authorities  for  the  year  under  review.  Up  to  the  present  time 
the  Board  have  been  satisfied  if  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
the  Medical  Inspection  of  what  are  known  as  “Entrants”  and 
“Leavers,”  i.e .,  children  who  have  recently  entered  school  and  children 
who  are  likely  to  leave  during  the  school  year. 

This  arrangement  holds  good  up  to  the  end  of  July,  1911,  but 
probably  the  examination  will  be  extended  to  children  aged  7  vears, 
and  perhaps  also  to  children  aged  10  years,  in  order  to  complete  the 
Bo-ard’s  original  scheme  whereby  all  school  children  will  be  examined 
four  times  during  school  life. 
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During  the  year  1910  this  authority  completed  the  arrangements 
for  examination  of  children  entering  and  children  leaving  school,  and 
therefore  satisfied  the  Board’s  requirements.  The  numbers  examined 
are  tabulated  below:  — 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total 

5 

12 

13 

5 

12 

13 

Farn  worth  ... 

15 

4 

22 

22 

1  1 

18 

87 

Widnes  C.F.... 

,30 

26 

32 

28 

10 

32 

158 

Warrington  Road  ... 

48 

38 

89 

48 

27 

26 

221 

Simm’s  Dross 

1  19 

39 

59 

112 

49 

68 

446 

West  Bank  ... 

64 

22 

23 

49 

22 

15 

195 

Appleton  B.O. 

34 

3  3 

36 

40 

11 

35 

189 

St.  Marie's  B.O. 

48 

14 

42 

59 

1  1 

29 

203 

St.  Patrick’s  P.C.  ... 

31 

16 

29 

Q  O 

oo 

5 

13 

127 

384 

192 

282 

391 

146 

231 

1626 

The  details  of  the  Medical  Inspections  are  as  follow:  — 

The  examinations  are  carried  out  on  school  premises  on  certain 
afternoons  during  actual  school  hours.  It  has  been  found  that  two 
afternoons  per  week  are  sufficient  in  order  to  get  through  the  necessary 
number  of  examinations.  The  number  of  children  examined  per 
afternoon  depends  on  the  age  of  the  children.  If  children  aged  13 
are  being  inspected  more  time  is  taken  up  owing  to  the  testing  of  the 
vision  in  each  case,  while  this  is  not  done  in  cases  of  children  aged 
5,  except  in  very  special  cases.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  children  aged 
5  are  not  well  able  to  read  the  test  types  for  vision,  and  even  if  they 
are  able  to  read  them  it  is  difficult  for  a  stranger  to  induce  them  to 
try.  In  special  eases  where  the  testing  of  vision  of  children  of  this 
age  is  considered  necessary  it  ;s  found  expedient  to  enlist  the  aid  of 
the  teacher.  It  is  found  that  the  average  number  of  children  which 
we  examine  in  one  afternoon  is  15 — 18. 

A  day  or  two  previous  to  the  examination  notice  is  sent  to  the 
parents  of  tfie  date  and  time  of  the  examination,  and  a  request  is 
made  that  a  parent  should  attend  if  at  all  possible.  On  the  notice 
form  is  a  list  of  tire  common  infectious  diseases,  viz.,  measles,  whooping 
cough,  chicken-pox,  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria,  and  parents  are  asked 
to  fill  in  the  diseases  which  the  child  has  already  suffered  from  and 
return  the  form  if  they  are  unable  to  be  present. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  I  have  found  that  a  great  number  of  parents 
attend  at  the  inspections,  and  take  a  great  interest  in  them.  They 
often  ask  questions  as  to  the  health  of  the  child,  and  appear  to  take 
notice  of  any  advice  which  may  be  given  them, 
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Various  appliances,  including  weighing  and  measuring  machines, 
test  glasses,  and  Snellen's  test  types,  have  been  provided.  The 
results  of  the  examinations  are  noted  on  the  card  index  system,  each 
child  having  a  card,  which  is  readily  referred  to  if  necessary. 

During  the  year  191t>  the  medical  inspections  have  been  carried  on 
by  Dr.  0.  H.  Edwards,  Dr.  C.  H.  Lindsay,  and  myself. 

The  School  Nurse  also-  assists  at  the  inspections,  and  is,  of 
course,  o-f  great  assistance  when  girls  and  young  children  of  either  sex 
are  being  examined. 

All  the  inspections  for  the  school  year  1909-10  have  been  carried 
out  since  January,  1910,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  present  school  nurse 
did  not  take  up  her  duties  till  December,  1909.  The  School  Nurse’s 
duties  were  somewhat  revised,  and  besides  assisting  at  the  Medical 
Inspections,  the  nurse  now  visits  schools  and  examines  children  regu¬ 
larly,  but  has  carried  out  no  system  of  treatment.  The  reason  for 
this  w’as,  that  in  my  opinion  no  method  of  treatment  could  hope  to  be 
successful  unless  it  wrere  continuous,  and  this  practically  meant  that 
the  nurse  should  see  children  dailv  or  everv  other  dav.  In  a  Borough 
like  Widnes,  where  the  schools  are  a  long  distance  apart,  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  visit  the  schools  daily  and  see  all  children  that  require  treat¬ 
ment.  It  was  thought  better  therefore  to  send  notice  to  parents  of 
any  ailment,  and  give  advice  by  means  of  printed  cards,  etc.  I 
have  already  submitted  a  simple  scheme  for  treatment  which  is  now 
to  be  approved  by  the  Board  of  Education,  and  if  approved  I  hope 
it  may  be  the  means  of  ameliorating  many  conditions  which  at  present 
are  not  attended  to. 


The  School  Nurse  also  visits  at  homes  in  cases  where  children  are 
sent  to  school  in  a  dirty  state,  or  in  cases  where  no  attention  has 

V  ' 

been  paid  to  some  defect  after  a  written  notice  has  been  sent.  These 
visits  have  as  vet  not  been  very  numerous,  but  the  results  have  been 
good.  1  may  here  say  that  Nurse  Robinson  has  carried  out  her 
work  during  the  year  with  great  zeal  and  tact,  and  that  the  results 
of  her  work  are  extremely  satisfactory.  I  append  later  a  tabular 
statement  of  the  nurse’s  examinations,  etc.,  apart  from  her  work  at 
the  medical  inspections. 


DEFECTS— 

The  defects,  etc.,  found  at  examinations  are  entered  on  the  cards 
before-mentioned  by  the  Medical  Inspector,  and  all  information  on  the 
cards  is  entered  on  a  large  summary  sheet  for  office  use  and  for 
convenience  in  preparing  reports. 

Copies  of  notices  sent  to  parents  concerning  defects,  etc.,  are 
kept,  one  copy  being  given  to  the  Head  Teacher,  who  is  thereby  made 
aware  of  the  presence  of  the  defect,  and  one  copy  kept  for  reference. 
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Later,  these  defective  children  are  again  seen  and  netes  made 
as  to  whether  the  advice  has  been  attended  to.  if  not,  further 
notice  is  given,  and  in  special  cases  the  nurse  visits  the  house,  or  the 
parents  are  advised  to  come  to  the  office  and  see  the  .School  Medical 
Officer . 

In  this  way  a  great  number  of  defects  have  received  attention 
which  otherwise  would  probably  have  been  allowed  to  grow  worse. 
If  later  on  a  scheme  for  treatment  is  adopted  1  expect  an  even  more 
successful  system  will  be  originated. 

1  have  arranged  the  results  of  inspections  in  tabular  form,  sliow- 
jie»'  the  numbers  examined  and  the  defects  found  in  the  various 
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schools  of  the  Borough.  As  I  mentioned  m  my  last  year’s  report, 
the  total  number  of  defects  is  a  very  large  one.  It  is  true  that 
very  few  children  are  entirely  free  from  a  defect  of  some  kind.  A 
great  number  suiter  from  defective  teeth,  and  yet  I  have  not  counted 
them  as  defective  unless  four  or  more  teeth  were  found  to  be 
carious. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  refer  to  some  of  the  more  common  defects. 


VERMINOUS  AND  DIRTY  HEADS— 

These  occur,  of  course,  mainly  among  the  girls,  who  are  more 
liable  to  the  trouble  owing  to  the  hair  being  allowed  to  grow  long. 

If  children  are  found  in  this  state,  either  at  the  Medical  Inspec¬ 
tions  or  at  the  nurse’s  visits,  a  printed  card  of  instructions  re  cleans¬ 
ing  is  sent  or  handed  to  the  parent. 

If  the  case  is  a  bad  one  the  child  is  excluded  from  the  school, 
and  I  see  the  case  in  a  week’s  time  in  order  to  make  sure  that  the 
treatment  is  being  carried  out. 

In  many  places  children  are  cleansed  by  the  local  authority  undektke 
provisions  of  the  Children’s  Act,  but  up  to  now  the  system  adopted 
in  this  Borough  lias  answered  very  well,  and  it  is  not  difficult  with 
a  little  persuasion  and  reasoning  to  get  the  parents  to  cut  the  hair 
and  take  some  trouble  over  the  cleansing  process. 

These  dirty  and  verminous  conditions  give  rise  to  enlarged  glands 
of  the  neck,  and  a  general  state  of  debility,  in  spite  of  the  vtfry 
strange  but  fairly  common  idea  that  a  child  must  be  healthy  if 
vermin  are  present. 


DEFECTIVE 


TEETH— 


As  mentioned  previously,  very  few  children  have  a  good  set  of 
teeth,  especially  among  the  older  scholars. 


Among-  children  aged  live  it  is  fairly  common  to  see  a  complete 
r  t  of  good  teeth,  but  unfortunately  they  are  not  kept  clean,  and  the 
result  is  seen  when  we  examine  children  aged  twelve,  in  whom  the 
percentage  with  bad  teeth  is  much  greater  than  it  is  at  live  years. 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1  was  able  to  get  2,000  tooth  brushes, 
which  were  distributed  in  the  various  junior  schools  to  children 
about  the  age  of  seven.  In  having  these  distributed,  the  children 
were  told  of  the  necessity-  for  cleanliness  in  connection  with  their 
teeth,  and  I  found  that  some  of  the  teachers  were  in  the  habit  of 
giving  such  instruction  at  intervals.  This  is  a  practice  which  might 
well  be  carried  out  in  everv  class  in  every  school  in  the  Borough.  I 
find  that  many  of  the  children  have  used  and  continue  to  use  a  tooth 
brush,  but  many  parents  do  not  know  that  the  best  time  of  the  day 
for  its  use  (if  only  used  once)  is  at  night  before  going  to  bed. 


DEFECT  l  VE  VISION— 

Only  the  children  aged  twelve  or  thirteen  are  examined  system¬ 
atically  for  vision. 

«/ 


They  are  tested  by  means  of  Snellen’s  Test  Cards,  which  are  cards 
having  a  series  of  letters  of  different  sizes,  and  arranged  for  various 
distances  printed  upon  them. 

The  figures  against  each  group  of  letters  denote  the  distance  at 
which  the  normal  eye  can  read  them.  When  the  patient  can  only  see 
at  six  metres  the  letters  which  he  ought  to  see  at  sixty  metres  the  vision 
equals  7iV.  If  lie  can  read  the  line  marked  twelve  then  vision 
is  TV-  Normal  sight  would  be  denoted  by  Children  examined 

are  therefore  entered  as  defective  if  the  vision  falls  below  •§-  in 
either  eye. 


There  are  certain  defects  of  the  eyes  in  children  which  are  apt 
to  grow  worse  the  longer  the  children  remain  without  some  correcting 
glass.  I  hope  before  long  that  a  system  of  examination  by  an  eye 
specialist  will  be  adopted  in  order  that  treatment  may  be  afforded  in 
every  case.  At  present,  although  the  defects  may  be  found  and  the 
parents  advised,  it  is  impossible,  owing  to  the  expense,  for  some 
parents  to  do  as  they  would  like  and  seek  expert  advice. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES — 

As  mentioned  in  other  reports,  when  a  case  of  infectious  disease 
is  notified  (under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act)  the  Director 
of  Education  and  Head  Teacher  of  the  school  attended  by  the  family 
are  notified  of  the  fact. 
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Similarly,  when  a  child  is  discharged  from  hospital  or  is  certified 
free  from  infection  a  notice  is  sent  to  the  Head  Teacher  stating  when 
the  child  ruav  return  to  school.  Minor  infectious  diseases  are  notified 
to  me  by  the  Head  Teachers,  and  in  that  way  a  better  idea  of  the 
occurrence  of  these  diseases  is  obtained.  During  the  year  there  was  a 
slight  epidemic  of  measles  in  several  of  the  schools,  but  this  did  not 
necessitate  school  closure. 


RINGWORM -k 

This  disease  continues  to  be  present  among  children  attending  the 
various  schools,  and  is  a  very  slow  and  troublesome  one  to  eradicate. 

This  is  partly  due  to  the  carelessness  or  apathy  on  the  part  of 
parents  who  do  not  see  the  serious  side  of  the  matter. 

A  rule  has  been  made  that  no  child  which  has  been  excluded  from 
school  on  account  of  this  disease  shall  return  until  passed  by  me  as 
free  from  infection.  T  am  now  examining  each  case  microscopically 
so  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  in  diagnosis.  This  is  one  of  the 
diseases  which  will  be  treated  in  the  proposed  school  clinic,  always 
allowing  the  parents  to  have  their  own  medical  adviser  if  they  wish. 


GENERAL  HYGIENE  OE  THE  SCHOOLS — 

This  continues  to  be  good,  and  T  am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
schools  are  now  to  be  cleansed  more  often  than  previously.  This 
particularly  applies  to  the  floors,  which  are  to  be  more  frequentlv 
scrubbed.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  large  amount  of  dirt  is  carried 
into  the  schools,  and  if  not  kept  clean  the  floors  will  form  a  centre  of 
infection,  as  dust  is  easily  raised  by  the  children  marching  in  and 
<mf  of  the  various  rooms. 


1  am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


C.  S.  BREBNEK. 


CHILDREN  AGED  FIVE  YEARS. 


Simm’s  Cross 

Warrington  Road 

West  Bank 

Widnes  C.E. 

Farnworth  C.E. 

Appleton  R.C. 

St.  Marie’s  R.C. 

/ 

St.  Patrick’s  R.C. 

DEFECTS  FOUND 

Boys 

Giris 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

BO’  3 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Clothing  . 

18 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

5 

5 

O 

O 

14 

15 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Nutrition 

44 

23 

1 

1 

2 

5 

•  •  • 

9 

1 

11 

15 

16 

2 

3 

2 

1 

Dirty  Heads  ... 

2 

19 

•  •  • 

11 

2 

20 

2 

10 

b* 

/ 

9 

24 

6 

26 

1 

14 

General  Cleanliness  ... 

o 

O 

6 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Teeth  ... 

45 

33 

12 

16 

4 

1 

11 

bf 

t 

5 

6 

15 

15 

19 

16 

8 

3 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

37 

27 

13 

16 

21 

23 

7 

10 

2 

7 

6 

7 

14 

16 

13 

9 

Adenoids 

2 

3 

3 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

6 

2 

2 

Enlarged  Glands 

20 

25 

4 

4 

8 

6 

3 

2 

1 

3 

3 

6 

1 

4 

5 

5 

External  Eye  Diseases 

10 

9 

t  •  • 

7 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

5 

•  •  • 

1 

6 

3 

3 

Ear  Diseases  ... 

6 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  # 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Hearing 

3 

6 

•  •  • 

2 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

n 

*) 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

Speech... 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

. . . 

1 

•  •  * 

1 

2 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Mental  Condition 

2 

3 

o 

O 

4 

13 

7 

5 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

8 

2 

Disease  of  Heart 

3 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

3 

1 

Disease  of  Lungs 

10 

4 

2 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Disease  of 

Nervous  System 

3 

5 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

2 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

Tuberculosis  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  ■ 

Rickets 

8 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

2 

. . . 

•  #  • 

•  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

Deformities,  etc. 

3 

•  t  • 

3 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  «  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

tii 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Infectious  or 

Contagious  Disease 
Other  Diseases 

1 

16 

5 

11 

3 

4 

4 

2 

2 

8 

4 

4 

2 

2 

7 

5 

•  •  • 

4 

2 

6 

3 

5 

i 

3 

2 

7 

1  1 

•  •  • 

Total  Examined 

119 

112 

43 

48 

64 

49 

30 

28 

15 

22 

34 

40 

48 

59 

31 

33 

CHILDREN 


Si  mm’s  Cross 
Council. 

Warrington  Rd 
Council 

West  Bank 
Council 

DEFECTS  FOUND 

Boys 

1 

,  Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Clothing1 

16 

12 

4 

5 

Nutrition 

1  9 

26 

6 

9 

1 

Dirty  Heads  ... 

2 

o 

O 

1 

4 

General  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

1 

Teeth . 

10 

10 

9 

8 

6 

8 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

8 

25 

9 

8 

5 

5 

Adenoids 

11 

9 

9 

1 

Enlarged  Glands 

10 

1 5 

6 

O 

O 

i 

External  Eve  Diseases 

3 

2 

4 

i 

1 

Vision... 

11 

28 

7 

9 

6 

4 

Ear  Diseases  ... 

1 

2 

Hearing 

3 

6 

2 

2 

Speech... 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Mental  Condition 

7 

8 

1 

1 

2 

Disease  of  Heart 

4 

9 

3 

1 

2 

Disease  of  Lungs 

9 

1 1 

4 

1 

Disease  of 

Nervous  System 

3 

6 

4 

Tuberculosis  ... 

4 

2 

1 

Rickets 

11 

7 

1 

1 

Deformities,  etc. 

3 

•  •  • 

... 

Infectious  or 

Contagious  Disease 

... 

•  •  • 

... 

Other  Diseases 

24  ; 

21 

2 

! 

6 

Total  Examined 

39 

I 

49 

i 

38 

27 

22 

22 

AGED  TWELVE  TEARS. 


Widnes  C.E. 

Farn worth  C.E. 

Appleton  R.C. 

St.  Marie’s  R.C. 

>  St.  Patrick's  R.C. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

!  Girls. 

Boys.  Girls. 

O 

O 

| 

1 

•  •  • 

12  1 

1 

. . . 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

6 

... 

2 

4 

by 

/ 

... 

2 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

5 

i 

1 

2 

13 

•  •  • 

2 

•  ■  « 

1  1 

6 

4 

1 

1 

7 

2 

5 

4 

5  1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

«  •  • 

1 

3 

i 

2 

•  •  . 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  t 

•  •  • 

1 

7 

2 

2 

11 

2 

1 

7 

6  3 

•  «  . 

... 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  «  • 

2 

3 

. . . 

4 

1 

•  •  • 

2  1 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

6 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

1 

... 

1 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  *  • 

*  i  » 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

. . . 

•  •  • 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  ,  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  «  • 

•  ■  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  |  •  •  • 

2 

::: 

•  •  • 

— 

3 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  1  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

26 

10 

4 

1  1 

33 

11 

14 

11 

16  5 

1 

CHILDREN  AGED  THIRTEEN  YEARS. 


Simm’s 

Cross 

Warrington  Road 

West 

Bank 

Widnes  C.E. 

Fa rn worth  C.E. 

Appleton  R.C. 

St.  Marie 4 

5  R.C. 

St.  Patrick 

s  R.C 

DEFECTS  FOUND 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Clothing 

2 

11 

3 

8 

2 

4 

Nutrition 

20 

34 

5 

11 

1 

3 

1 

4 

o 

f ) 

3 

Dirty  Heads  ... 

1 

8 

2 

3 

2 

2 

2 

18 

5 

Q 

o 

22 

15 

9 

4 

General  Cleanliness  ... 

4 

6 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Teeth  ... 

2  L 

22 

10 

6 

3 

2 

5 

6 

3 

9 

8 

5 

6 

7 

o 

o 

2 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

23 

28 

13 

9 

4 

4 

12 

12 

1 

4 

6 

10 

16 

O 

t) 

3 

1 

Adenoids 

29 

21 

4 

3 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Enlarged  Glands 

19 

11 

5 

4 

3 

•  •  • 

7 

2 

o 

O 

1 

2 

2 

External  Eye  Diseases 

1 

6 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Q 

t) 

2 

2 

1 

Defects  of  Vision 

24 

36 

18 

14 

7 

8 

7 

6 

3 

1 

8 

9 

12 

14 

6 

3 

Ear  Diseases  ... 

1 

2 

1 

*  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

1 

Hearing 

•  •  • 

2 

5 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Speech... 

6 

3 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

•  .  . 

1 

•  •  • 

•  «  • 

2 

1 

1 

Mental  Condition 

9 

17 

*  «  • 

1 

2 

3 

«  ■  * 

5 

1 

6 

10 

•  > 

O 

4 

5 

Disease  of  Heart 

7 

6 

2 

3 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

2 

... 

3 

3 

1 

Disease  of  Lungs 

14 

18 

3 

1 

,  •  • 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

... 

do.  Nervous  System 

6 

10 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

.  •  . 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Tuberculosis  ... 

4 

4 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Rickets 

13 

9 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

*  '  * 

t  •  • 

t  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

Deformities 

9 

2 

•  •  • 

#  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

#  ,  , 

•  •  • 

Infectious  or 

Contagious  Diseases 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

. . . 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Other  Diseases 

32 

39 

8 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

. . . 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Total  Examined 

59 

68 

39 

26 

23 

15 

32 

32 

22 

13 

36 

35 

42 

29 

!  29 

13 

\ 


TABLE  OF  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS— Boys. 


NAME  OF  SCHOOL 

Aged  5 

Aged  12 

Aged  13 

Number 

examined 

Average 
height  in 
Cnti’mtrs 

Average 
weight  in 
Kilos 

Number 

examined 

Average 
height  in 
Cnti’mtrs 

Average 
weight  in 
Kilos 

Number 

examined 

Average 
height  in 
Cnti’mtrs 

Average 
weight  in 
Kilos 

Simm’s  Cross 

Warrington  Eoad  ... 

West  Bank  ... 

Widnes  C.E.... 

Farn worth  C.E. 

Appleton  E.C. 

St.  Marie’s  E.C. 

St.  Patrick’s  E.C.  ... 

119 

43 

64 

30 

15 

34 

48 

31 

103*4 

102-8 

101-1 

101-8 

101- 7 
99-3 

102- 9 
100-0 

17-2 

17-2 

16-9 

16- 9 
16-1 
16*5 

17- 0 
16-8 

39 

38 

22 

26 

4 

33 

14 

16 

137- 0 

138- 0 
137-7 
137-5 
140-8 
135-4 
135-4 
133  8 

32- 4 

33- 0 
33-2 
36-2 
35-5 

31- 4 

32- 2 
311 

59 

39 

23 

32 

22 

36 

42 

29 

140  1 
1370 
140  3 
138-6 
140 
138-4 

136- 8 

137- 2 

34  0 

32  9 
34-9 
33-6 

33  7 

34  0 
32-4 
32  9 

Average  of  the  8  Schools  ... 

•  •  • 

102-7 

16-9 

•  •  • 

136  8 

32-9 

«  •  • 

138-4 

33-5 

Average  of  a  large  number 
of  Statistics 

•  •  • 

104 

18-5 

•  •  • 

140 

35 

•  •  • 

145 

38 

Averages  of  the  8  Schools 
expressed  in  feet  and  lbs. 

ft.  in. 

3  4$ 

lbs. 

37 

ft.  in. 

4  5^ 

lbs. 

73 

ft.  in. 

4  6£ 

lbs. 

74 

TABLE  OF  HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS- Girls. 


Aged  5 

' 

Aged  12 

Aged  13 

NAME  OF  SCHOOL. 

Number 

examined 

Average 
Height  in 
Cntim’trs 

Average 
Weight 
in  Kilos 

Number 

examined 

Average 
FI  eight  in 
Cntim’trs 

Average 
Weight 
in  Kilos 

Number 

examined 

Average 
height  in 
Cntim’trs 

Average 
weight 
in  Kilos. 

Simm’s  Cross 

112 

100  8 

16*6 

49 

139*4 

333 

68 

140-5 

341 

Warrington  Road  ... 

48 

102*5 

15*7 

27 

142  8 

36*0 

26 

142*5 

35 

West  Bank  ... 

49 

102*8 

16-6 

22 

1376 

31-3 

15 

140 

34-4 

Widnes  C.E  ... 

28 

100*9 

16*2 

10 

1375 

331 

32 

140-4 

35*8 

Farn worth  C.E 

22 

102*6 

16*7 

11 

141 

33*8 

13 

141-4 

35  2 

Appleton  R.C. 

St.  Mary’s  R.C. 

40 

101 

16  2 

11 

136*6 

31-8 

35 

1412 

35-8 

59 

101*3 

16*4 

11 

135  6 

31*6 

29 

138  5 

33-4 

St.  Patrick’s  R.C. 

o  o 

OO 

101  6 

16*6 

5 

136 

312 

13 

140-5 

34-6 

Average  of  the  8  Schools  ... 

•  •  • 

101*6 

16*4 

. . . 

139*1 

33*2 

1  10*6 

34-7 

Average  of  a  large  number 
of  Statistics 

104 

18 

142*5 

35 

1 

147*5 

40 

Averages  of  the  8  Schools 
expressed  in  feet  and  lbs. 

ft.  in. 

3  4 

lbs. 

36 

ft.  in 

4  6f 

lbs. 

7°.  3 

/  O  4 

ft.  in. 

4  7* 

ins. 

76 

CHILDREN  EXAMIMEI)  BY  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE. 


Total 

Number 

seen 

Verminous 

Dirty 

Ringworm 

Scabies 

Defective 
Vision  and 
Sore  Eyes 

Sore 

Ears 

Notices 

Sent 

Excluded 

from 

School 

January 

416 

3 

246 

1 

3 

6 

6 

38 

5 

February 

390 

7 

180 

7 

2 

36 

2 

72 

9 

March 

509 

15 

207 

3 

— 

46 

11 

135 

4 

April  .  . 

189 

7 

80 

1 

1 

29 

27 

1 

May 

181 

7 

74 

3 

— 

31 

3 

67 

4 

June  .  , 

130 

3 

42 

1 

1 

32 

2 

27 

1 

July  .  . 

140 

12 

52 

1 

— 

16 

4 

56 

1 

September 

752 

31 

202 

5 

1 

56 

10 

194 

6 

October 

465 

52 

82 

5 

— 

38 

14 

168 

8 

November 

300 

19 

52 

2 

2 

34 

13 

103 

4 

December 

107 

10 

19 

40 

2 

21 

Total  .  . 

•  • 

•  • 

3579 

166 

1236 

29 

10 

364 

67 

908 

43 

